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Marietta O’'Byrne Hellebores

Marietta O’Byrne’s hellebores are among the best available in North America owing to
her keen eye and “sixth sense that governs her choices of both seed and pollen
parents.” Marietta has spent over 15 years pursuing her passion for hellebores,
meticulously selecting and hand-crossing only the best stock plants which she has
gathered from around the world. These stock plants are continually replaced as she
breeds improved forms resulting in constant improvement of her strains. She is widely
respected as one of the best breeders in the world.

Winter Jewels Strains — These plants are all derived from seed strains so variation

will exist between different plants.

]

Berry Swir | Strain - Rich raspberry red shades,
some with a creamy-white center kissed with
orchid edging. $$$

Painted Doubles Strain - White doubles
adorned with bold red brush marks as if
decorated with paint. $$$

Onyx Odyssey Strain - Double slate, purple and
black flowers. Long lasting bloom colour, which
doesn’t fade to green. The new foliage is purple.
$$$




Peppermint Ice Strain - These large, double,
picoteed flowers are fluffy, light pink with a rim of
darker pink edging. The back of the tepals are
dark pink adding to the appeal. The flowers
maintain their colour long after setting seed thus
offering months of interest. $$$

Jade Tiger Strain - Double green flowers painted
with purple edges. The backs of the flowers are
often streaked with purple. $$$

Golden Lotus Strain - Double yellows are
amongst the rarest of Hellebores and Marietta
has come through with a dazzler of a series! $$$

Cherry Blossom Strain - A strain with a high
percentage of semi-double (anemone-centred
plants) in shades of soft pink with red starburst
centres, picotee edges and bright red veining on
the back of the tepals. $$$

Ruby Wine Strain - Huge, single, velvety wine
red flowers on large vigorous plants. A mature
plant can have 300+ blooms. $$$




Black Diamond Strain - A single flower with
slate, purple and black shades. After setting
seed, the petals turn a unique shade of slate
green, continuing the interest long after the plants
have finished blooming. The new foliage is
purple. $$$

Apricot Blush Strain - Rich apricots, yellows
and pinks in each flower create in incredible array
of unique sunset tones. $$$

Golden Sunrise Strain - Single golden flowers
often highlighted with red spots and streaking
with attractive lighter yellowy green foliage. $$$

Other Marietta O’Byrne Hellebore Strains -  These plants are all derived from

seed strains so variation will exist between different plants.

P& Regal Ruffles Strain - This double strain offers

N | every colour imaginable with picotees, splashed
forms, and the rich colours that are Marietta's
trademark. The percentage of plants that will
have double flowers will be in the 90's but,
because this is a strain, not all will turn out
double. $$




Mellow Yellow Strain - This wonderful group of
single yellows will sometimes offer up the
occasional apricot surprise. Some are splashed
with spots and others have picotee edges. The
colour in this image may be slightly darker than
real life but as one of the best breeders in the
world her yellows are still among the best
available at this point in hellebore breeding. $$

Brushstrokes Strain - Brushstroke splashes,
spots, and true, rich colours adorn the wide
petals of this superior group. $$

H. x hybridus Splashdown Strain - Incredible,
bold splashes of burgundy, red, and purple are
painted on white to ivory backgrounds. Strong
flower forms have mostly green nectaries. $$

Pine Knot Farms Hellebores

Pine Knot Farms of Virginia is run by Judith and Dick Tyler who have been breeding
hellebores since the early 1990s from stock plants collected from the best breeders in
the world. They are continually working on improving their strains and improving their
stock plants. Recently they have introduced their Winter Dreams Series all of which are
tissue cultured plants and thus identical true cultivars and not strains.

H. x hybridus Southern Belles Strain - This
beautiful strain is derived from hand pollinating
the best double and semi-double (anemone
centred) plants in a full range of colours at Pine
Knot Farms in Virginia. Double crosses come 90-
95% true and semi-double 75% true. This means
a small percentage of plants will turn out to be
single once they reach blooming size.
Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee double or
semi-double plants as this is the nature of seed
strains but the gamble has good odds that you'll
get a real treasure! $$
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H. x hybridus Pine Knot Variegated Strain -
This interesting strain has variegated foliage,
though the variegation is variable and sometimes
unstable. Pine Knot Farms states on their
website: “We choose plants which have retained
their "stripes" for at least a year and hope for the
best.” $$

Winter Dreams Series

This series is from Japan and is comprised of tissue cultured plants, not strains, so
every plant is a true cultivar and is identical. Many of these plants were selected out of

famed Ashwood stock.

'Winter Dreams Black' - Luscious is the best
word to describe this exciting cultivar. The single
flowers are deepest purple black held above
foliage that emerges with rich tones of burgundy.
Tissue cultured so all plants will be identical. $$

‘Winter Dreams Double Pink’ — Precious little
girl pink double petals with a light ruffle and lightly
picoteed edges. $$




‘Winter Dreams Double White* — A beautiful
pure white double with lightly ruffled petals. $$

‘Winter Dreams Elegance White* — A beautiful
pure white double with bold evenly spaced purple
spots. $$$

‘Winter Dreams Picotee’ — The rose pink single
flowers are centred with a red star, edged in dark
pink picotee and veined on the backs of the
tepals with dark pink. $$

‘Winter Dreams Pure White' - A beautiful pure
white single with perfectly formed, rounded,
overlapping tepals. $$




Heronswood Hellebores

From the breeding program of Heronswood Nursery comes their beautiful strains and

tissue-cultured plants.

Heronswood Tissue Cultured Plants - This plants are tissue cultured (they are

not seed strains) so ever

plant is a true cultivar and is identical.

'‘Gold Finch' - Broadly rounded petals of soft
green-yellow spotted with multitudes of tiny red
ochre flecks, centered with a deeper lime green.
Pairs beautifully with red-flowered hellebores like
Heronswood Single Red and 'Kingston Cardinal’
which helps to accentuate 'Gold Finch's' beautiful
spots. Tissue cultured so every plant is identical.
$$$

'Kingston Cardinal' - Luscious raspberry-red
flowers atop red stems with burgundy-infused
young foliage. Heart-stopping, mind-blowing,
plant-lusting spectacular! Tissue cultured so
every plant is identical. $$$

'Snow White'/'Snow Bunting' - This
Heronswood cultivar has pure white flowers with
pointed tips over rich dark green foliage. Tissue
cultured so every plant is identical. $$$




©HERONSWOOD

H. x nigercors 'Green Heron' - This
Heronswood hybrid between H. niger and H.
argutifolius will lighten even the dark corners of
the garden with large white flowers with lime and
emerald highlights. Dark green leathery foliage.
Tissue cultured so every plant is identical. $$$

Heronswood Double Strains

- These plants are all derived from seed strains so
variation will exist between different plants.

Heronswood Double White Strain - Pure white
double flowers and lush, mid green foliage.
Elegant and beguiling. $$$

Heronswood Double Purple Strain - Rich,
warm purple, double flowers with burgundy-
infused stems and foliage. $$$




Heronswood Double Pink  Strain - Perfect in
pink. Lovely double pink flowers and lush, dark
green foliage. $$$

Heronswood Single Strains

- These plants are all derived from seed strains so
variation will exist between different plants.

Heronswood Slat e Strain - My favourite. Dark
purple-blue flowers with a slate sheen. You have
to see it to believe it. And just to send you right
over the edge: the leaflets on the flowering stems
are the same slate-black colour as the flowers!
Oh my! $$$

Heronswood Singl e Purple Strain - Dark, rich,
warm purple flowers. Burgundy-infused foliage.
$$

Heronswood Single Pink Strain - Big flowers in
perfect pinks (like the two at the back of the bowl
in the picture) on robust plants. Watch for
anemone-centred plants (note the dark pink one)!
$$




Heronswood Single Yellow Strain - Pale to
buttery yellow single flowers, some with clear
petals, others with red spots. $$

Heronswood Single White  Strain - Big flowers
in pure white on robust plants. $$

Heronswood Single Green Strain - Granny
Smith apple green petals often with dark
nectaries and red chevrons at the base of each
petal. $$




Terra Nova Hellebores

From the people who bring us all the heucheras comes these wonderful hellebores.

H. x hybridus Carousel Strain - These
wonderful anemone-flowered hellebores bring to
mind the carousels of the past. Anemone-
flowered forms are amongst the most uncommon
of plants and hard to find in the trade. Flowers
are large with picoteed edges and contrasting
center "bosses". Since this is a strain there will be
a high percentage of anemone-centres but not
100%. $$

H. x hybridus London Fog Strain - A silvery-
grey sheen overlays the rich deep slate, purple
and plum colours of this strain reminiscent of the
slate roofs, grey streets, and darkened skies over
London (and maybe Vancouver!). Flowers are
large and plants are vigorous. $$

H. x nigercors ‘Honeyhill Joy’ - An
exceptionally vigorous clone with masses of large
out facing cream-centered, white blooms (green
tinge as they age), over vigorous blue-green
shiny foliage. It's a stunning plant. $$

H. x sternii ‘Hot Flash ' - Silvered and red
veined, this outstanding evergreen hellebore
sports deeply serrate edges and red stems to
create a colourful package! Blooms in late winter
to early spring with pale green flowers blushed
with pink. $$

Gisela Schmiemann Hellebores: The Lady Series

Gisela Schmeimann of Cologne, Germany was one of the first breeders to introduce
single colour strains to the market. The Lady Series represents a great way to know the
general colour of a given hellebore plant when not in flower. However, there is always
variation in colour from plant to plant so to choose your favourites you need to see the
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plants in bloom. Still, these colour strains can be very useful for mass plantings and for
landscaping outside of hellebore blooming season.

Red Lady Strain — Shades of red and burgundy
on robust plants. $

Blue Lady Strain — Dark purple to blue flowers
on robust plants. $

Yellow Lady Strain — Greeny yellows, creamy
yellows and buttery yellows on robust plants. $

Pink Lady Strain — Shades of light to dark pink
on robust plants. $

Charles Price Hellebores

Charles Price is a breeder from Seattle, Washington whose work predates that of most
American breeders. He has used both open and controlled crosses to develop his
strains, selecting out only the best colour and flower forms to become his Mardi Gras
strains. These strains are just now being introduced to the wider gardening public in
2009. These strains offer clear, reliable colour lines including white, yellow, clear pink,
smoky purple, green, red, dark purple, slate black, and black. He also has produced a
bicolor strain and a double strain.



The Mardi Gras Series
(Strains) $

Mardi Gras Bicolor

Mardi Gras Black Shades
Mardi Gras Doubles
Mardi Gras Green

Mardi Gras Pink

Mardi Gras Red Shades
Mardi Gras Slate Black
Mardi Gras Yellow

Plants from Mother Nature Including Selections from Her Species

All of our garden hybrids came from complex crosses of many of these species. These
plants are a little quieter than the hybrids but they possess a unique elegance all their
own.

H. argutifolius ‘Pacific Frost® — Discovered by
local plantswoman Pam Frost, this variegated
form of the Corsican hellebore offers foliage
pixelated with variegation and a unique foliage
focal point for the garden. $




H. argutifolius 'Silver Lace' - This stunning
cultivar of the already dramatic Corsican
hellebore has beautiful silver leaves. Lovely cup-
shaped, apple-green flowers top the stems and
foliage in early spring brightening even the
gloomiest days of March. $

H. atrorubens - Dark green basal foliage with
stems and foliage often suffused with purple
when young. The flowers are outward facing,
saucer-shaped, and usually deep purple with
green shadings within. Less showy than the
colourful hybrids but demure and elegant in its
own right. This species hails from a small area in
Slovenia and northern Croatia where it grows
with H. dumetorum. $$

H. croaticus - This hellebore is described as the
“third of the purple flowered species.” Only two
were known until 1973 when H. croaticus was
discovered. It is rare in cultivation as well as in
the wild occuring only in northeast Croatia. This
species has purple flowers with green highlights
and is similar to H. atrorubens . The plants are
relatively large and lush. The leaves can be fairly
dissected offering a larger number of lobes and
hence a subtly more interesting foliage effect
than the hybrids. $$

H. dumetorum - This rare species has charming
pale green flowers on robust clumps of lush
foliage. It is a strong grower, useful in the
landscape and demure in the woodland garden. It
occurs in Slovenia, western Hungary, southwest
Austria, northern Croatia, and probably parts of
Romania. $$




H. foetidus Gold Bullion Strain — A lovely form
of the stinking hellebore with uniquely chartreuse
new foliage which ages to green topped with
chartreuse flowers. Plant in part sun. $$

H. foetidus Piccadilly Strain — A selection from
Pine Knot Farms from a seed batch given to them
many years ago by Sam and Carleen Jones of
Piccadilly Farm. This is similar to "Wester Flisk’,
plants have red stems in winter with a silver
overlay to the leaves. Plant in part sun. $$

H. foetidus Red Silver Strain - A strain
developed by Ernie & Marietta O'Byrne from
Eugene, Oregon, 'Red Silver' is a shorter form
with a heavy silver overlay. Plant in part sun. $$




H. lividus ‘Pink Marble’ — H. lividus is an
uncommon species. It is the least hardy of
hellebores but could still do well in our relatively
benign climate (it is hardy in zone 8). The
gorgeous glossy green leaves are highlighted
with creamy silver veins and held up by pinkish
purple leaf stalks. Long purplish green stems
bear bowl-shaped creamy green flowers with a
mauve-pink blush. In all quite a little plant
treasure. $

H. multifidus - This beautiful and uncommon
hellebore, similar to and often confused with H.
torquatus, is much loved by those who know it for
its numerous narrow divided leaflets. A good
clump looks like a mini oasis of palm trees! The
flowers are green and look lovely held above or
peaking out of the foliage. Also intriguing: its
native habitat suggests that H. multifidus will
likely do well in the drier, hotter, sunnier spots of
your garden. Croatia, Hercegovina, and possibly
Albania. $$

H. niger ‘Praecox’ —Named Christmas rose for
its tendency to flower earlier than other
hellebores, often close to the winter holidays and
sometimes with a mantling of snow. H. niger is
not the best for our climate as it can be affected
by black spot on the leaves BUT it can be grown
successfully where overhead shrubs or trees
provide a bit of protection from the rain. Worth a
try for flowers in the middle of winter. $




H. niger ‘Double Fantasy’ -- A rare double form
of niger with outward facing pure white flowers
filled with ruffled petals and a circle of golden
stamens. Early flowers are fully double while later
flowers may be semi double or single. Very
heavily flowering and fertile. Tissue cultured. $$$

H. odorus - The most vigorous of the green
flowered species hellebores, H. odorus lives up to
its name with fragrant two to three inch saucer-
shaped outward facing flowers. Fragrance can
vary from plant to plant and depends on the
warmth of the day. From central Europe. $$

H. purpurascens - This deciduous hellebore is a
wonderful ornamental species for the shade or
woodland garden. The large flowers are colourful
ranging from reddish purple to greenish brown
often with pink, blue or slate tones mixed in. The
leafy bracts might also have burgundy tones.
Native to Romania, Hungary, eastern
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and the Ukraine. $$




H. torquatus - This is a controversial 'species’
botanically and may in future get swallowed by H.
multifidus (to which it is very similar) or get
renamed as its relationship to other species
becomes better understood. Taxonomy aside this
is a fabulous foliage plant with many multipley
divided leaflets. The flower colour ranges from
deep purple to green with many combinations in
between. Slow to bulk up so plant in part sun and
rich soil. Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia, Montenegro. $$

H. viridis - This rare species makes an attractive
garden plant. It is a larger hellebore with good
lush growth and a similar habit to H.
purpurascens. The flowers, as its name suggests,
are apple green and present a subtle beauty in
the shade garden. H. viridis occurs in a more
westerly range than many of the other species in
Austria, northern Italy, southern Germany,
Switzerland, and France. $$

Plants from Other Breeders

H. x hybridus Double Queen Strain - From
Washfield Nursery, now closed, this seed strain is
still overseen by Elizabeth Strangman. They
claim that this strain offers 100% double flowers
but we never say anything about hellebores is
100%! Still, sounds like good odds of a double
flower. $




H. x hybridus Mrs. Betty Ranicar Strain - This
stunning, heavily double, snow white hellebore
strain is very special, extremely vigorous and
floriferous (up to 100 blooms on a mature plant).
‘Mrs. Betty’ was found by chance in a garden in
Tasmania and named after a fine Tasmanian
plantswoman. Usually more than 95% double. $$

H. x hybridus Royal Heritage Strain - This
hellebore strain offers a wide range of sumptuous
colors (purple, red, near-black, white, green, pink
and even yellow) captured by 2-inch flowers with
overlapping petals. The flowers may also have
spotting and picotee edges. Priced at the lower
end of the hellebore price scale, the Royal
Heritage Strain is great for mass plantings or
when your budget can't quite keep up with your
enthusiasm! $

‘Ivory Princ e' - This vigorous hybrid hellebore
offers at least two and a half months of floral
interest followed by a whole year of great foliage.
In February the plump pink buds develop. By
March the flowers open to reveal large creamy
petals with dusky pink reverses and green
centres. By April the cream colour deepens to
green and dusty rose. The leathery evergreen
foliage is subtly mottled and held aloft by red
stems. $




H. x ericsmithii ‘Winter Moonbeam’ — This
beautiful and exciting cross between H. lividus
and H. niger comes from the UK’s Harveys
Garden Plants. The blue foliage is boldly adorned
with dramatic, criss-crossing, silver veins
combined with bright red petioles where the
leaflets join. The clumps sport outfacing white
flowers in spring which age to pink and then near
red. Easier to grow than either of its parents. $$

H. x sternii Blackthorn Group - Prized for its
dashing silver washed foliage, cream-colored
blooms and compact stature, this superb shrubby
strain originated from an argutifolius and lividus
cross. Stout crimson-shaded stems entertain an
enticing array of colours: maroon petioles, thick
textured blue-green foliage with prominent teeth
and lovely outward facing, cupped flowers held in
upstanding branched clusters and mulled by a
rose blush on their back sides. $

H. x nigercors ‘Candy Love’ - Similar to 'lvory
Prince’ with masses of single flowers in shades of
cream to deep pink, blooming early to late spring
on 12-16" stems over medium green, toothed
foliage. Flowers age to shades of chocolate pink.
$

H. x nigercors ‘Snow Love’ - Similar to 'lvory
Prince’ with masses of single flowers in shades of
cream and green, blooming early to late spring on
12-16" stems over medium green, toothed
foliage. $




H. x ericsmithii 'Pink Beauty' - A vigorous
cultivar similar to 'lvory Prince' with white flowers
flushed with dusty rose as they age. Vigorous
and floriferous, plants quickly establish and soon
can produce over 100 flowers. $

H. x ericsmithii ‘Silvermoon’ - This clone from
Japan has been a nice addition to our gardens for
the last few years. Large rounded creamy blooms
age to pink. The foliage has a substantial texture
and a beautiful blue-green colour. $

See you at the Hellebore Hurrah!
Please carpool if you can.

Phoenix Perennials
and Specialty Plants

Ltd.
3380 No. 6 Rd, Richmond, BC
604-270-4133

phoenixperennials@shaw.ca
www.phoenixperennials.com

Driving directions can be
found on our website.
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